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Playwright Chay Yew s Tired of
Gay Plays About Rich White Men Who Take

ING

by Chad Jones

ayone who remembers Theatre
Rhuno's production of gay play
ight Chay Yew's Porcelain sev

eral years ago will recall a stark
beautifully poetxc. emotionally gnppig
drama that explored issues of sexuality
and race with candor and lean efficie
Well, the 30-year-old Yew tms been bxu)
in the mierveaing years and has come
back 10 San Francisco for a spell to work
on the Asian American Theater Company
production of bus latest play. A Longuage
of Their Own, which opened last week for
1 month-long run.

Yew brought Porcelain 10 San Fran
cisco from the Royal Count Theatre in
London in 1993, where it woa the Loadon
Fringe Award for Best Play, thus estab-
Lishing Yew 23 0ne of the preeminent gay
playwnghts of his generation. Living up
1o his reputation, Yew's next work was
born of two 0o¢-act plays, Learning C!
nese and Broken Engiish. The plays were
workshopped in Los Angeles at the Mark
Toper Forum's Asian Amen: Fnends
Reading Senes m 1993 The one-acts
were combined, and the full-length work
that became A L anguage of Their Own
premicred at the New York Shakespeare
al/Public Theater last

w

pring. where

Continued on page 34

Chay Yew
Continued from cover

the un was sold out 10¢
extend while the play was lull w
rebearsal
Siting m Cafe Flore on 2 rainy
nber day, Yew explans the
genesis of Language. He says that
the play was, first of all. & re
spoase 10 bus mother's wish that
he would follow the dark. bloody
Porcelain  with  something
brighter, like a love stocy. “My
take oa love is through the eyes of
my frieads and duough my slight
expenences with & Yew says
“My beusbes with love have been,
for the most pant, negative. People
do such stramge, evil. mice, weurd
tings ia a relatoaship — e
cally 2 caning ome. That's why
language 15 50 imponant {t has 1o

Yew sits in for thy wmterview.
was eavesdroppuag oa this coup
— 1 love downg tha when
bored — whea the man said to the

sec exch other anymors " | was so

emharrassed fo e gul | med to
imagine what u would have beea
bike to be m that position. | knew
thea | had the first line of my
play~

A Language of Their Own is
the sory of two lovers, Oscar
who was bom 1 Cun.

who has AIDS, waats 10 break up
Ming docs oot but e couple
eveonally parts, and the lovers
move on to other relanoaships
Ming almost immedi
relanoashup with Robert, a hunky
blonde California waiter, and
Oscar slowly begias 4 relationship

“because | was ter
people hunt each omer mencally
and verbally Foe all its words,
Languoge 1s sbout what 15 uasad
Abuse and love are
combinauon ”
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Doa't preach to the
converted

Yew says be cxpectzd 10 die "3
Naming death™ with Language ta
New York. “They love (o knock
you down because you're young.”

he explans. “They did knock me,
but oot too moch. It was tremen-
dously successful, sold-cut runs,
standing ovations, you oame it
But what was ultimately the most
beartcning was the reaction of the
siraight people, the non-Asian
all of whom reacied

mostly 1o their owa communities.
But bow loog can you prexch o
the converied before they get
bored” Minority theater shoald be
pven o the Newt Gingriches of
e world because they arc the
ones who affect change. Gay the
ster bas o be for the people. Gay
people caa claim it. bat the public
must come. se, you might
1 well stay home 2nd perform for
your friends.”

The genesis of Yew's playwnt
ing career began ln hus native Sin-
gapore when a frend needed en
AIDS play for hus theawer. The
play Yew wrote, As If He Hears
embarrasses the wnter now (“It's
. bat it
first
play to deal openly with AIDS a0d
Siagapore's cmerging gay subcul-
ture. Yew's work was baaved by
the governmeat. Officals suggest
ed 1o Yew that he change the main
character, 3 gay man. Qoo a
woman “T dida't want 1o revise
y
frends guilied me 1m0 it — guilt
13 50k just a Jewish tuag So [ re
vised the play. but the character 15
sall 2 gay man. | just tock out a kot
of the gay-related stage directions
and made them more subdle, 30
that the chancter swavels. be

he Nourishes. The government ap-
p(x\!d t, and on stage the charac

than he was onginal
was 2 hit and was ater

2 successful elevision docudrama
thar 15 sull used exieanvely i
Singapore schools and colleges
Yew says be waos 10 cont
challenge hamself and bis 8O-
tioa of gay theater “When are we
goung to bave a gay play that 1s not
all about rich whitz men 0a vaca
tion baving a wonderful time ™" be
queries "Whese are the problems?
Ard I'm not just talking sbout
AIDS. Where are the day-to-day
1s50e3? What about moocy (Ssucs,
our inability ® comnect with exch
other? Let's explore gay peopic of
color Let's explore gay people
who are old — these are people
we should focus oa rather than
going 10 sec young gay men take
therr clohes off | suppase there’s
» place for that, but we have an
overabundasce of it nght pow
Where 13 the play sbout gay aco-
bolics? Where's the play about
bopelessaess ia gay youth? What
sbout people who cannot work
with AIDS pavests amymore be
cause of thexr frustranion over the
fact that people saill insist o hav
ing umsale sex? If theater cam
address the issues and ask
questions, they might as well ~=
back doing vandeville, which deed
2 slow death. They had 0o issues.™
Life, Yew posits,  like sex it
ald be great, could be awful
Y

ed. You leave and you feel you ve
been peactrated m some way. You
0 bome 10 your mce bouse. but at
least you have been brushed by
portant. [ hope never

t© swop
never stop wanung
Thesier s sbowt quesuions. My
theater doesa’t answer Questions.
Do audiences want the aaswers 50
they an go Dome fecling safe?
Maybe, but [ waat them © go
home and tunk = ¥

Chay Yew's A Language of
Their Own contmues at the
Asizn Ameccan Theater
through Feb_ 4. Call 7513074
tor info.




