world premiere of Wonderland, a compelling

new drama by one of the country’s most
acclaimed young playwrights, Chay Yew.
Wonderland is ahout an Asian American family's
attempt to capture the American dream, and the
unexpected developments that threaten this dream.

L | a Jolla Playhouse proudly presents the

A bold new play for mature audiences, Wonderland
brings together four superb actors: Tsai Chin, who
starred in the motion picture The Joy Luck Club; Joel
de la Fuente, a series regular on Space: Above and
Beyond; Alec Mapa, who captivated Playhouse audi-
ences in Dogeaters and New York audiences in the
Tony Award-winning M. Butterfly; and Sab Shimono,
who won critical praise in the original Broadway pro-
ductions of Pacific Overtures and Mame.

Wonderiand is directed by Lisa Peterson, whose
past Playhouse achievements include The Good Person
of Setzuan, Arms and the Man and Triumph of Love.
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An.absent father.
A determined mother
A wilful son
Journey into the American heartland.

Half Lives is a serles of vivid snapshots of a
Singaporean woman, an Asian American man and
their son. An emotional and provocative drama.of

a family in pursuit of the great American dream, -

liberation and a place to call home:.

“He is model minority
Always polite
Qulet
Mister don't-rock-boat
Like he's guest in someone’s home

Don’t understand.
His famlly In America
Four Generations
All working
In Columbus
Ohio
Doctor Iawyer engineer architect
But whole famlly the same
All weak
All. model people

1 will. not be
Like him
Model minority
1 will not be
Visitor in this country
1 will become owner.
A part of this America”

Singaporean Chay Yew’s plays Include As If He
Hears, Porcelain, A Language of.thelr Own and
Red. His works have been presented throughout
the world, including productions at the New
York Shakespeare Festival, Royal: Court Theatre
(London), Mark Taper Forum, Tarragon Theatre
(Toronto) and TheatreWorks {Singapore) to
name a few.

For his plays, Chay.is the recipient of the
London Fringe Award, George and Elisabeth
Marton Playwriting Award and the APGF
Community Visibility Award.

Currently, he is the first Singaporean celebrated
in full time professional theatre in the United
States. Today he is resident director of the
Asian Theatre Workshop at the Mark Taper
Forum, the largest theatre company in Los
Angeles. He has just received a Pew Grant to
be Resident Director at the East-West Players
and a National Endowment of Arts Grant to
develop new work with Chinese American
communities. His newest play, Red, will be
presented in 'New York at the prestigious
Manhattan Theatre Club in 1998.

The Aslan premiere of Half Lives is Chay Yew’'s
first play in Singapore since the ground breaking
As If He Hears for TheatreWorks® doublebill on
Aids, Safe Sex In 1989. TheatreWorks is proud
to welcome Chay Yew home with his new play.
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